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T he Asian economy is experiencing remarkable growth in regional and 
international trade, which is necessitating the transformation of systems 
and structures. A key element in ensuring prosperity is the creation of a 

platform of common practices in commerce and trade. The UN Commission on 
International Trade Law Model Law was adopted in 1985 to provide a solid base 
for the growth of international commercial arbitration through the harmonization 
and improvement of national laws. In addition to fostering international arbitra-
tion, equally important is the creation of a favorable environment for recognition 
and enforcement of international arbitration agreements. The Model Law is an 
important starting point for reviewing arbitration principles and practices in al-
ternative dispute resolution (ADR). 

The APO organized its first seminar on the Commercial Dispute Process, No-
vember 21–24, in New Delhi with the collaboration of the National Productivity 
Council of India, attended by 16 participants from 12 member countries. They 
included magistrates, lawyers, legal officers, academics, labor unionists, con-
sumer protection advocates, and businesspeople. Viewed from the productivity 
viewpoint, commercial disputes have an immense effect on how businesses are 
operated. In the past, commercial disputes involving foreign parties were dealt 
with under the jurisdiction of the country of operation. But with more free trade 
areas, a new era of uniform rules of conduct in trade, investment, and labor laws 
has been ushered in.  

The four-day seminar was conducted by Professor Rajesh Sharma, Macao Uni-
versity of Science and Technology, and Professor Yasunobu Sato, University 
of Tokyo. They emphasized that arbitration and ADR can ensure that business 
growth is sustainable without resorting to legal professionals. The arbitration 
system encourages greater transparency in business, which empowers people 
to arrive at equitable dispute resolutions for the long term. The example of 
China was given. That country was able to attract foreign investment due to its 
arbitration-assisted commercial/trade dispute resolution system. China’s Arbitra-
tion Center handles some 1,000 cases annually; in comparison, the International 
Arbitration Center handles only one-tenth of that number per year. 

Commercial dispute processing

Seminar participants in New Delhi

The long-term APO project, sponsored by the ASEAN Foundation, on Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy for SMEs in the Greater Mekong Subregion 
of ASEAN: Reusing Biomass Waste in Industrial Boilers for Energy Recovery in 
Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Myanmar in association with their 
NPOs and the Embassy of Myanmar in Japan and that country’s National Plan-
ning and Economic Development Ministry, completed its final phase.

More than 99% of industries in the selected Mekong countries are classified as 
SMEs and most use boilers for steam, hot water, and energy. Traditionally these 
boilers use imported fossil fuels like coal, oil, and/or gas as energy sources. At 
the same time, millions of tons of biomass like rice husk, waste wood, coconut 
shell, horticultural and agricultural waste, etc. are generated in this region which 
can be utilized in boilers to replace fossil fuels. The use of biomass also provides 
environmental benefits in terms of stabilizing CO2 emissions, helping to slow 
global warming.

The project was initiated with preparatory meetings in the five countries. Sub-
sequently, a regional training program was held in Bangkok, 17–21 July, to 
finalize the training manual on biomass energy techniques, technological aspects 
of biomass boilers, and cost economics. This user-friendly manual will soon be 
available on the APO Web site. In the final phase, seminars were held on 21 Sep-
tember in Hanoi, Vietnam; 26 September in Vientiane, Lao PDR; 28 September 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia; 3 October in Bangkok, Thailand; and 13 October in 

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, to discuss implementation issues at national level. In Vi-
etnam, wood cogeneration systems can be considered. Rice husk is a prospective 
fuel candidate in Lao PDR and Myanmar. In Cambodia, some small gasifica-
tion installations use forestry and agricultural waste. In Thailand, ethanol from 
biomass is commercialized to some extent. The economic feasibility of biomass 
boilers ensured that many entrepreneurs at the national seminars expressed inter-
est in installing biomass boilers or retrofitting existing ones.

Energy efficiency and renewable energy for SMEs 
in the greater Mekong subregion

National seminar participants engrossed in an expert lecture in Cambodia
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