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COMMON SENSE 
TALK

“Management of the service sector has to develop 
a strategy to communicate the role of innovation 
within the company, decide how to use technol-
ogy, processes, and people, and drive performance 
through the use of performance indicators.”

Sandeep Sreedharan

“Workers in the service sector are better exposed 
to their customers than the ones in classic manu-
facturing. To that extent, service-sector workers 
are persuaded, by their own concern for self-
respect and appreciation, to perform optimally.”

Hoshang Jhaveri

“Absorb what is useful, reject what is useless, and 
add what is specifically your own.”

Bruce Lee

“Only the mediocre are always at their best.”
Jean Giraudoux

“You don’t drown by falling in the water; you 
drown by staying there.”

Edwin Louis Cole

“With three-quarters of the world’s poorest people 
living in the rural areas of developing countries, 
improved productivity, incomes, and working 
conditions in farming are vital to development. 
Reducing extreme poverty is thus to a large extent 
a question of improving the earning power of 
agricultural workers and small farmers, together 
with developing nonfarm employment opportuni-
ties in rural areas.”

Juan Somavia

“This [traditional architecture] is our identity; we 
have to conserve it, otherwise we will have noth-
ing to be proud of. A place that becomes com-
pletely modern doesn’t know who it is anymore.”

Prof. Vitul Lieorungruang

“In a world where discovery is more important 
than delivery, it’s the people who find, remix, 
and direct attention to old stuff that should be 
rewarded, not the people who deliver it or sit on it 
waiting for someone to show up.”

Joichi Ito
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New APO publication

As the sole international productivity organization in the Asia-Pacific region, the APO performs the im-
portant role of initiating, maintaining, and disseminating the productivity movement in its member coun-
tries. The rapidly changing socioeconomic environment has led to a diversification in their interests and 
needs as they attempt to meet the challenges of globalization and technological progress. To adapt to new 
trends, the APO recognized the necessity of benchmarking the status and economic performance of each 
country. Knowledge of where a country currently stands on the productivity ladder will allow for more 
effective and timely planning and implementation of need-based projects. 

In line with its benchmarking initiative, the APO decided to revive the publication of its productivity data 
and analysis series to provide member countries with a reliable data resource to consult when determining 
productivity policies and formulating strategy. In an attempt to offer useful insights into economic growth 
to member countries, the APO published the Asia-Pacific Productivity Data & Analysis series annually 
from 2001, but its limited impact led to discontinuation after 2004. 

To create a more sustainable system of productivity measurement, the APO sought expert advice as part 
of an in-depth review of the previous databook series. Fact-finding missions were also dispatched to 
countries in the Asian region and beyond to consult other international organizations on their methods of 
data collection and analysis. During that preliminary stage, a wealth of information was obtained which 
will be invaluable in improving upon previous APO efforts. 

This publication is the English translation of the reference book An International Comparison of Labor 
Productivity produced annually by the Japan Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development 
(JPC-SED), the NPO of Japan. It compares labor productivity trends in Japan with those in other OECD 
member countries, using data obtained from the OECD. Economic indicators and their implications for 
labor productivity are explained in user-friendly terms, accompanied by graphs and figures. The analyses 
generated by the JPC-SED are helpful in understanding labor productivity trends, policy implications, 
and the influence of significant economic indicators. 

This translated version will provide member countries with an example of the best practices in labor pro-
ductivity data collection and analysis. It also serves as a preview of the APO’s upcoming databook, which 
will also focus on labor productivity using methodology similar to that of the JPC-SED. The volume is 
composed of three major parts: an international comparison of labor productivity in OECD countries; 
international comparison of labor productivity using data provided by the World Bank and other sources; 
and international comparison of labor productivity within the manufacturing industry. We hope that this 
translation will be a useful guide for policymakers and planners in member countries and those interested 
in comparative productivity statistics. 

INTERNATIONAL 
COMPARISON OF
LABOR PRODUCTIVITY 2006

APO 102 pp.  June 2007
ISBN: 92-833-2375-0 (hard copy)


