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Trade liberalization under WTO-Doha

D eveloping and less developed countries in the Asia-Pacific region 
may not be able to realize the potential benefits and opportunities 
offered under the current WTO-Doha round of negotiations unless 

they participate in broad-based agreements that will govern future global trade 
in agricultural products. Governments must restructure domestic agriculture 
and trade policies and adopt productivity and competitiveness enhancement 
measures to support the capacity development of small farmers and agribusi-
ness SMEs and improve domestic regulatory institutions. These were among 
the views and recommendations of the study meeting on Implications of Trade 
Liberalization under the WTO-Doha Development Agenda (DDA) for Small 
Farmers and Agricultural Trade organized by the APO in cooperation with 
the National Productivity Council and the Ministry of Agriculture of India, 
in New Delhi, 21–26 March. Seventeen participants from 14 countries, and 
four international experts from the WTO and ESCAP secretariats, two from 
two think tank organizations in Bangladesh and the Philippines, and four from 
India attended.

The topics covered by experts at the study meeting included: State of play in 
the WTO-DDA agriculture negotiations: Key features of the main propos-
als and their implications for developing countries in Asia; Preferential trade 
agreements and agricultural trade liberalization in Asia; Rules of origin and 
nontariff barriers in agricultural trade: Perspectives from developing and 
less developed countries; Making agricultural trade liberalization work for 
small farmers: Strategies and measures for enhancing the productivity and 
competitiveness of small farmers in the Asia-Pacific region; Agricultural trade 
protection: A perspective from India; and Agricultural trade liberalization and 

Discussing issues in trade liberalization 

agricultural development in India: An examination of the successful transi-
tion of India from net food importer to net food exporter. A panel discussion 
tackled issues and challenges in moving the WTO-DDA forward, and how 
developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region can maximize benefits from 
agricultural trade liberalization.

Participants visited the Agricultural Processed Food Export Development 
Authority (APEDA) and the Centre for WTO of the Institute of Foreign Trade. 
The APEDA board chairman briefed participants on programs supporting agri-
business SMEs. The head of the Centre for WTO spoke on initiatives to sup-
port India’s negotiating team in the current Doha round. Among APO member 
countries, only India and the Republic of China have an institute providing 
technical and advisory support to negotiating teams in Geneva. 

Readers write back

T he December 2006 issue of the APO News featured a quiz on page 8, as in previous years. Those submitting their quiz answers were required to complete 
a short survey indicating which types of articles they read most frequently and give suggestions for improvement of the newsletter to be eligible for the 
prizes. While APO News staff are always delighted to hear from our readership, we also need more structured feedback at least once per year and were 

pleased to receive 58 survey responses and 44 pertinent suggestions, with two from outside the APO membership (one each from Myanmar and Egypt). As shown 
in the table below, Common Sense Talk (CST) and p-Watch were the most popular regular features. More than 85% of respondents read all the articles in the sur-
vey either “always” or “sometimes.” Among the suggestions received, one was for shorter, more concise quotations in CST and one requested more productivity-
related quotations. These will be accommodated in future issues to the extent possible. The cartoons are a hit with readers, with several requesting more and larger 
ones. Two each also expressed the hope that more pages could be added in the future and that more quizzes would be included. Some respondents suggested that 
articles on follow-up activities and by individuals/resource persons in member countries would be appreciated, and we would be glad to consider those types of 
submission from our readers for publication (see page 5 of the March issue and page 6 of the April issue).
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Always 60.34 72.41 58.62 53.45 43.10 68.97 53.45

Sometimes 34.48 24.14 37.93 37.93 43.10 22.41 39.66

Never 3.45 1.72 1.72 3.45 10.34 6.90 5.17

No answer 1.72 1.72 1.72 5.17 3.45 1.72 1.72

The survey results and suggestions will be taken into account when attempting to make the APO News into a more useful, attractive publication that brings our 
readers “information to make a difference in productivity.” We would like to thank all those who took the time to assist us in our improvement efforts by answer-
ing the survey and giving suggestions. 


