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APO/NPO update
New NPO Head for India
Shri N.C. Vasudevan, IAS, Director General, National Productivity Council, was 
appointed new NPO Head for India, w.e.f. 3 December 2008.

New APO Director for Nepal
Mr. Tana Gautam, Secretary, Ministry of Industry, National Productivity and 
Economic Development Centre, was appointed new APO Director for Nepal, 
w.e.f. 15 December 2008.

New address of NPO for Republic of Korea
The address of the NPO for ROK was changed to:
Korean Productivity Center
57-1 Sajik-ro, Jongno-gu, Seoul 110-751, Republic of Korea

March
Pakistan
Workshop on Development of Competitive Supply Chains in Agribusiness, 
2−6 March
▶	Objective: To review the supply chain models studied in the previous re-
search, examine and assess the findings of the previous research for wider dis-
semination and identify issues and impediments in their adoption, and formulate 
action plans and roadmaps to resolve such issues and impediments. 
▶	Participants: Experts who conducted research from the previous project in 
participating countries and experts directly involved in agribusiness supply 
chain development/operation from countries that did not participate in the previ-
ous project. 

Japan 
Multicountry observational study mission on Food Traceability Systems for 
Agro- and Food-processing Industries, 10–13 March
▶	Objective: To share recent developments in food safety management, with 
emphasis on efficient application of traceability systems; examine current state-
of-the-art technologies and techniques in applying traceability systems in the 
operation of agro- and food-processing companies; and identify best practices 
for further promotion of SME-level traceability systems in member countries.
▶	Participants: Managers or officials of food industry associations and SMEs, 
NPO consultants, government officials, and researchers involved in the promo-
tion of food safety management. 

Program calendar

Kindly contact your NPO for details of future activities, including eligibility for 
participation. The project details along with the address of your NPO are avail-
able from the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org. 

The APO News is solicit-
ing contributed articles 
on productivity endeav-
ors, rewarding experi-
ences during and after 
APO projects, and/or en-
couraging and inspiring 
examples of the produc-
tivity mindset in action, which will provide new ideas and energy to the 
dissemination of the productivity movement in member countries. Those 
whose articles are accepted for publication will receive an APO T-shirt. If 
you would like to share your valuable experiences, please contact Infor-
mation Officer Sunju Lee at the APO Secretariat (slee@apo-tokyo.org).

New APO publication

FROM PRODUCTIVITY TO 
INNOVATION 
Proceedings of the Second International Conference on 
Technology and Innovation for Knowledge Management

APO 194 pp. January 2009
ISBN: 92-833-7074-0 (e-edition)

Photo report

National Centre of Organic Farming Director Dr. A.K. Yadav (R) explaining the 
process of manufacturing biofertilizers.
Study meeting on the Development and Utilization of Biofertilizers for Promoting 
Sustainable Agriculture and Green Productivity, India, 5–11 November 2008. 

APO Secretary-General Shigeo Takenaka paid an official visit to the 
Philippines, 25−27 November, mainly to promote the APO’s Green 
Productivity (GP) Program, Eco-products International Fair (EPIF), 
and APO Asia-Pacific Forum on Biofuels. He made a courtesy call on 
Executive Secretary to the Office of the President E.S. Ermita, accom-
panied by EPIF 2009 Advisory Committee Chairperson Amelita M. Ra-
mos, former First Lady of the Philippines, on 25 November. During the 
meeting, Executive Secretary Ermita confirmed the full support of the 
Government of the Philippines for the upcoming EPIF 2009. Secretary-
General Takenaka later delivered the opening address at the Asia-Pacific 
Forum on Biofuels. He also gave interviews to three local media compa-
nies on subjects relating to the APO, GP, and EPIF during his stay.

APO Secretary-General visits the Philippines

(L–R): Ermita, Ramos, and Takenaka
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