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Press conference on Eco-products International Fair 2010

As the largest international environmental fair in Asia, 
the Eco-products International Fair (EPIF) showcases 
the most advanced technologies and promotes public 

awareness of eco-products and -services. The APO began pro-
moting the 2010 fair in Jakarta, Indonesia, at a press confer-
ence on 15 June 2009 at the Hotel Nikko Jakarta, where it 
was announced that it would be held at the Jakarta Convention 
Center, 4−7 March 2010. The press conference was attended 
by representatives of all involved including APO Secretary-
General Shigeo Takenaka; Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KADIN) President Mohamad S. Hidayat; 
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation Chairman Teisuke 
Kitayama, Chairperson of the EPIF Preparatory Committee 
in Japan; and Acting Secretary General Harry Heriawan Saleh 
and Director-General Masri Hasyar, Ministry of Manpower and Transmigration 
(MOMT). Members of the international press and over 40 local media organi-
zations covered the event.

The press conference opened with remarks from KADIN President Hidayat, 
who stressed the need to adopt eco-friendly production processes and technol-
ogy and KADIN’s commitment to sustainable development. Promising a col-
lective effort to make the EPIF 2010 a success, President Hidayat stated that, 
“The EPIF 2010 will also serve as a historic milestone for Indonesia in building 
a brighter, more sustainable future.” 

APO Secretary-General Takenaka briefly introduced the APO and EPIFs. Act-
ing Secretary General Harry Heriawan Saleh then spoke on the importance of 
environmental issues to Indonesian industry and promised the support of his 
ministry in the hosting of the EPIF 2010. Chairperson Kitayama applauded 
Indonesia for hosting the next fair at a very challenging time. Citing environ-
mental issues as “a pressing problem facing us all,” Mr. Kitayama described 

Japanese industry’s support for the EPIFs via the Green Productivity Advisory 
Committee and the implications of the fairs for the business community. “The 
EPIF epitomizes cutting-edge competitiveness and productivity, showcasing 
how companies may survive and outpace competitors through eco-products, 
eco-services, and eco-initiatives.” 

Masri Hasyar, APO Director for Indonesia and Director General, Training and 
Productivity Development, MOMT, expressed the commitment of the country’s 
national productivity organization to holding the EPIF 2010. Before the group 
took questions, Dr. Handito Joewono of KADIN gave a briefing on the EPIF 
2010 and disclosed that the local organizers were planning for 100,000 visitors, 
given the increased interest in environmental issues nationwide. 

Indonesia, which hosted the UNFCCC Conference in Bali in 2007 and is a G20 
member, is perfectly placed to receive the EPIF torch for eco-commitment from 
the Philippines and take it to new heights. 
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Yoshihide Endo, new program officer in the 
Agriculture Department, is a native of Kofu, 
Japan, and received Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in Agricultural Economics from Kyoto 
University, followed by a Master of Arts (Eco-
nomics) from the University of Toronto. He has 
been a staff member of the Japanese Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries since 1984 
and worked as a food standard officer for the 
UN FAO in Rome (Codex Alimentarius Com-
mission). He also served as a diplomat in the 

Embassy of Japan in Rome as Alternate Permanent Representative of Japan to 
the FAO. His professional focus has been on food security, food safety/quality 
standards, and research on how international food standards affect trade in 
agricultural products.

Endo’s personal interests including cooking and eating with his wife, singing, 
and “traveling to enjoy exotic cultures in foreign countries.” At the Secretariat, 
his goal is to do his best to contribute to the development of the Asian region 
as whole.

The Administration and Finance Department 
welcomed Atsuo Kishimoto as a new officer 
in charge of finance. Born in Kobe, Kishimoto 
majored in Regional Studies for a Bachelor’s 
of Arts degree at Hitotsubashi University in 
Tokyo. He then received a Master of Arts de-
gree in International Relations from Lancaster 
University, UK, and passed the US Certified 
Public Accountant examination. His previous 
employment included positions as financial 
manager for a variety of companies in Japan 

with international tie-ups and as an economist at the Japan Center for Eco-
nomic Research where he was responsible for forecasting trends in the Japa-
nese chemical industry and the EU economy.

In his free time, Kishimoto enjoys swimming and playing classical music on 
the flute and is currently growing tomatoes, cucumbers, and peas in his gar-
den, a task he refers to as “challenging.” Married with two children, Kishi-
moto describes himself as “very family oriented.”

Two new officers at the Secretariat
Two officers started their employment at the APO Secretariat on 1 June. Although with different backgrounds and working in different departments, both are 
music lovers and already in harmony with other staff in working for the productivity movement.


