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APO/NPO update
New APO Director for Bangladesh
Mr. Dewan Zakir Hussain, Secretary, Ministry of Industries, was appointed 
APO Director for Bangladesh, w.e.f. 2 February 2009.

New APO Liaison Officer for Fiji 
Mr. Samuela Namosimalua, Acting Director, Labour Policy & Productivity, 
Ministry of Labour, Industrial Relations & Employment, was appointed APO 
Liaison Officer for Fiji, w.e.f. 2 February 2009. His e-mail address is: snamosi-
malua@labour.gov.fj.

New APO Liaison Officer for Pakistan
Mr. Ejaz Rasul Chawdhry, General Manger, National Productivity Organization, 
was appointed APO Director for Pakistan, w.e.f. 2 February 2009.

Indonesia
Workshop on Planning and Management of Rural-based Agroprocessing 
Enterprises, 11−15 May
▶ Objective: To review the performance of current rural-based agroprocessing 
enterprises in member countries, enhance knowledge of participants, and train 
them to plan and manage rural-based agroprocessing enterprises. 
▶ Participants: Officers and staff of industry associations, governmental or-
ganizations, NGOs, NPO consultants, and academics involved in the planning, 
development, and/or management of agroprocessing projects.

e-Learning Course 
Energy Auditing (based on the Global Development Learning Network of the 
World Bank platform)
Phase 1: 25−28 May for Lao PDR, Thailand, Vietnam, and Mongolia;
Phase 2: 15−18 June for India, IR Iran, Nepal, Sir Lanka, and Pakistan;
Phase 3: 7−10 July for Cambodia, Fiji, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Indonesia. 
▶ Objectives: To train participants in the concept, principles, and fundamental 
elements of energy auditing including how to carry out energy audits in indus-
tries and buildings.
▶ Participants: Energy professionals, industry managers especially from 
SMEs, building engineers/architects, energy managers/consultants, and energy 
auditors.

Program calendar

Kindly contact your NPO for details of future activities, including eligibility for 
participation. The project details along with the address of your NPO are avail-
able from the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org. 

APO Secretary-General meets 
Lao PDR Prime Minister Bouasone

The APO News is soliciting 
contributed articles on pro-
ductivity endeavors, reward-
ing experiences during and 
after APO projects, and/or 
encouraging and inspiring 
examples of the productiv-
ity mindset in action, which 
will provide new ideas and energy to the dissemination of the productivity 
movement in member countries. Those whose articles are accepted for 
publication will receive an APO T-shirt. If you would like to share your 
valuable experiences, please contact Information Officer Sunju Lee at the 
APO Secretariat (slee@apo-tokyo.org).

APO Secretary-General Shigeo Takenaka visited Lao PDR in con-
junction with the national workshop on the Development of the One 
District, One Product (ODOP) Movement which was supported by the 
APO and implemented by the Small and Medium Enterprise Promotion 
and Development Office, the NPO for Lao PDR, 21−23 January 2009. 
During his stay in Lao PDR, Secretary-General Takenaka had a series 
of meetings with Prime Minister Bouasone and other key stakeholders 
in the ODOP movement as well as in productivity promotion including 
Minister of Industry and Commerce Dr. Nam Viyaketh, the former APO 
Director for Lao PDR, and incumbent APO Director Somdy Inmyxai.

Three delegates from the Korea Productivity Center (KPC) visited Japan, 
28–30 January, as part of the Bilateral Cooperation Between National 
Productivity Organizations (BCBN) Program. The delegation was led by 
Dr. Dong Kyu Choi, KPC Chairman and CEO and APO Director for the 
Republic of Korea since December 2008. They visited the Secretariat on 
the afternoon of 29 January after paying a courtesy call on Japan Pro-
ductivity Center for Socio-Economic Development President Tsuneaki 
Taniguchi. They received departmental briefings on major APO programs 
and activities, followed by a detailed introduction to the Green Productiv-
ity Program. In 2009, the APO expanded the scope of BCBN to include 
sponsored visits by high-level officials, including APO directors and poli-
cymakers, allowing them the opportunity to observe firsthand the produc-
tivity movements in other member countries and visit the APO Secretariat 
for information exchange. 

(L-R) Takenaka and Prime Minister Bouasone

BCBN delegates 
from the Republic of Korea

Dr. Choi (front row, R) receiving Secretariat briefing
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