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APO/NPO update
New APO Director and APO Alternate Director for Japan
Mr. Masato Watanabe, Deputy Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 
Mr. Kozo Honsei, Director, First Country Assistance, Planning Division (Asia and 
Oceania), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, were appointed APO Director and APO 
Alternate Director for Japan, respectively, w.e.f. 9 April 2009.

New APO Alternate Director for Republic of Korea
Dr. Sang-Jik Yoon, Director General, Ministry of Knowledge and Economy, was 
appointed APO Alternate Director for the Republic of Korea, w.e.f. 15 April 2009.

New APO Director for Nepal
Mr. Pratap Kumar Pathak, Acting Secretary, Ministry of Industry, was appointed 
APO Director for Nepal, w.e.f. 25 March 2009.

New APO Alternate Director for Pakistan
Mr. Muhammad Ahsan Akhtar Malik, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Industries, Pro-
duction & Special Initiatives, was appointed APO Alternate Director for Pakistan, 
w.e.f. 28 February 2009.

New name of NPO for Vietnam
The name of the NPO for Vietnam was changed to the Directorate for Standards, 
Metrology and Quality, w.e.f. 23 February 2009.

July

Philippines
Training course on Development of Productivity Practitioners: Basic 
Program (DPP: Basic), 6–31 July.
▶	Objective: To equip productivity practitioners with the fundamental 
productivity concepts, principles, approaches, and tools. 
▶	Participants: Trainers/consultants from NPOs with two or more years 
of working experience or from similar organizations and corporations 
with relevant experience. 

Fiji
Training course on Value Addition to Agricultural Products, 22–28 July.
▶	Objective: To broaden the understanding of the importance of value-
adding activities for the creation of jobs and generation of income and 
enhance the knowledge and skills of participants in using various ap-
proaches and technologies for value addition to agricultural products 
▶	Participants: Managers and product development officers of SMEs in 
agribusiness and food processing, officers of industry associations, con-
sultants of NPOs, and extension officers of governmental agencies and 
NGOs. 

e-Learning Courses (via the Global Development Learning Network of 
the World Bank platform)
Green Productivity and the Environmental Management System 
(ISO14001) 
Phase 1: 29 June–2 July for IR Iran, Lao PDR, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri 
Lanka;
Phase 2: 10–13 August for Bangladesh, Fiji, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
Mongolia;
Phase 3: 14–17 September for Cambodia, India, Philippines, and 
Vietnam.
▶	Objectives: To train participants in Green Productivity concepts and 
the Environmental Management System: ISO14001 standards, require-
ments, and applications and prepare them to become practitioners and 
auditors.
▶	Participants: Potential auditors of ISO14001, trainers/consultants, 
senior/mid-level managerial and technical personnel from industry in the 
environmental field, and NPO consultants.

Food Safety Management System ISO22000
Phase 1: 27–30 July for the Republic of China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Phil-
ippines, and Vietnam;
Phase 2: 1–4 September for Cambodia, Fiji, Lao PDR, Mongolia, and Sri 
Lanka;
Phase 3: 5–8 October for Bangladesh, India, IR Iran, Pakistan, and 
Nepal.
▶	Objectives: To enhance participants’ understanding of the key con-
cepts in a modern safety management system and the ISO22000:2005 
food safety management system (FSMS) intent, requirements, and appli-
cations and acquaint them with the knowledge and skills to implement an 
FSMS.
▶	Participants: Management personnel working in the food industry; 
personnel in charge of food safety management; government officers; 
professors, teachers, researchers, and scientists; and consultants of NPOs 
or similar institutes.

Program calendar

Kindly contact your NPO for details of future activities, including eligibility for 
participation. The project details along with the address of your NPO are avail-
able from the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org. 

Iranian delegates visit Secretariat 

Six members of the Industry and Mines Commission for the Parliament 
of IR Iran visited the APO Secretariat on 17 April to learn about the APO 
and its productivity programs and activities for its member countries 
including IR Iran. This special visit was conducted at the request of 
the Embassy of IR Iran in Tokyo. The delegates paid a courtesy call on 
Secretary-General Shigeo Takenaka before receiving departmental brief-
ings on the major APO projects relating to IR Iran and a presentation on 
the APO Productivity Databook 2009. Delegates expressed great interest 
in the area of productivity measurement and total factor productivity.

New APO Chair and Vice Chairs

The 51st Session of the APO Governing Body elected APO Director for 
Japan Masato Watanabe as APO Chair for 2009–2010 and APO Director 
for the Republic of Korea Dr. Dong-Kyu Choi and APO Director for Lao 
PDR Somdy Inmyxai as the First and Second Vice Chairs, respectively.

(L-R) Dr. Choi, Watanabe, Somdy

Iranian delegates with Secretary-General Takenaka
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