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Japan
Training course on Production Innovation Systems, 30 November–11 
December 2009.
▶	Objective: To develop the capability of production managers and trainers/
consultants to innovate production systems using practical approaches and 
hands-on workshops.
▶	Participants: Trainers/consultants and senior/mid-level managerial and 
technical personnel from industry involved in manufacturing.

Multicountry observational study mission on the Promotion of the 
Local Agrofood Industry Using the Industry Cluster Concept, 8–15 De-
cember 2009.
▶	Objective: To enhance participants’ knowledge of methods to promote 
the local agrofood industry through active collaboration among farmers, 
food manufacturing companies, research institutes, and commercial 
enterprises in the region.
▶	Participants: Managers or officials of food industry enterprises, industry 
associations, agricultural SMEs, government, and agricultural cooperatives, 
and researchers involved in promoting local food industries.

Republic of Korea
Study meeting on the Participation of Women and Retirees in the Work-
force, 7–10 December 2009.
▶	Objective: To share experiences and practices of countries with aging 
populations which have embarked on a return-to-the-workforce drive 
for women and retirees and identify best practices in policy and other 
interventions for aging societies.
▶	Participants: Policymakers and senior representatives from the Ministry/
Agency of Manpower, representatives from employers’ federations and trade 
unions, and senior researchers from labor institutes or academic faculties.

India
Workshop on the Development of Commercial Organic Farming, 9–15 
December 2009.
▶	Objective: To review recent developments in commercial organic 
farming; identify the key issues and opportunities in promoting organic 
farming; and formulate action plans for the development of commercial 
organic farms.
▶	Participants: Managers, off icials, consultants, representatives of 
producers and retailers of organics, NGO staff, or academics involved in 
organic agribusiness.

Malaysia
Train ing  course  on  the  Food Safe ty  Management  Sys tem 
ISO22000:2005 for Auditors/Lead Auditors, 9–15 December 2009.
▶	Objective: To enable participants to acquire the knowledge and skills 
to interpret and audit according to the ISO22000:2005 food safety 
management system (FSMS) and satisfy the requirements for registration as 
FSMS auditors.
▶	Participants: Experienced food safety professionals seeking an 
understanding of the management system approach to food safety.

Program calendar

Kindly contact your NPO for details of future activities, including eligibility for 
participation. The project details along with the address of your NPO are avail-
able from the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org. 

Photo report

Participants discussing human resources development issues with a Japanese expert (seated) 
Training course on Strategic Management Consultancy for Productivity Improvement 
of SMEs, Japan, 30 August–12 September 2009

Keiichi Tanabe started work-
ing as an Industry Department 
program off icer at the APO 
Secretariat from 1 September. 
The Kanagawa prefecture 
native brings a wealth of 
international expertise to his 
new post. After receiving a 
BA in Political Science from 
Waseda University, he went 
on to obtain a Master’s in 
International Affairs from Columbia University, New York. After gaining 
experience in international marketing, corporate advisory services, and 
corporate finance in the private sector, Tanabe moved to the UN World 
Food Program, where among other duties he served as an emergency 
operations coordinator after the 2004 tsunami in Myanmar and as a donor 
relations officer in Rome. For the past two years, Tanabe was employed 
by the Japan International Cooperation Agency as a project coordinator 
in India focusing on industry. In his free time, he enjoys fitness exercises 
and visiting World Heritage sites. Tanabe’s short-term goal at the APO 
Secretariat is “to promote the Green Productivity concept by growing the 
Eco-Products International Fairs.” 

New officer at the Secretariat

Research experts discussing the key productivity issues of aging societies 
Coordination meeting for research on Aging Society, Republic of Korea, 16–18 
September 2009.
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