
July 2002
4 July
APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima paid a courtesy call on Japan’s Minister for
Environment, Mr. Hiroshi Ohki.

12-17 July
Official trip to Sri Lanka

During his visit, Secretary-General Tajima paid courtesy calls on the following cabinet minis-
ters and had extensive discussions with them:
- Mr. Mahinda Samarasinghe, Minister for Employment and Labour,
- Mr. S.B. Dissanayake, Minister for Agriculture and Livestock,
- Mr. Rohitha Bogollagama, Minister for Industries, and
- Mr. Mohammad Mahroof, Minister for Urban Public Utilities.

The Secretary-General also spoke at the opening of the APO seminar on “Knowledge
Management for Corporate Decision-Making,” Colombo, 15-19 July.

22 July
Hosted a welcome luncheon for participants in the APO seminar on “Value-Added
Analysis and Corporation Management for SMEs,” Tokyo.

30 July
Received Ms Liana Bratasida, Deputy Minister for Environmental Conservation, State
Ministry of the Environment, Indonesia, who paid a courtesy visit to the APO Secretariat.
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Secretary-General Tajima with Minister Rohitha Bogollagama

Wireless coffee

A new technology is afoot that allows you to
leave your laptop wires at home and still get the
job done, at the coffee shop no less. Wireless
Fidelity (Wi-Fi) are small area networks covering
roughly a thousand square feet that can be
accessed with an $80 dollar network card added to
your laptop. Wi-Fi connects you to the Internet at
speeds 200 times faster than a dial-up modem.
There is a plebeian appeal to the technology as it
bypasses the communications heavyweights and
can often be accessed for free through community
networks. Areas of Wi-Fi accessibility are called
“hot spots.” Some 75 community hot spots are in
play today, with many more planned by civic and
neighborhood groups. Real growth, however, will
be paid access at hotels, airports, offices, and
homes. It is estimated that 45 million laptops will
be Wi-Fi capable by 2004. In offices where Wi-Fi
has been adopted, double-digit increases in pro-
ductivity are being reported. For café latte lovers,
the good news is that 4,000 Starbuck’s coffee
shops will be Wi-Fi ready by 2003.

From the
SECRETARY-GENERAL’S

Schedule

Michael Manson had a long and close asso-
ciation with the APO when he was the
Assistant Director of the East-West Center’s
Institute of Economic Development and
Politics in Honolulu. He helped to initiate a
number of collaboration programs between
the APO and the East-West Center. Mr.
Manson also served in the Asian
Development Bank, and was Director of
Communications with the State of Hawaii’s
Department of Business, Economic
Development and Tourism. He is presently
an educator, and a regular contributor to
this column.

..... by Michael Manson
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