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7-8 February
APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima attended the 40th Kansai Zaikai Seminar held in Osaka.
The seminar had as its theme the regeneration of the Japanese economy, the state of the nation,
and the economy of the Kansai region. It was jointly organized by the Kansai Productivity
Center and the Kansai Association of Corporate Executives (Kansai Keizai Doyukai), both in
Osaka.

18 February
On his way to Chiang Mai in northern Thailand, the Secretary-General made a stopover in
Bangkok. He paid a courtesy call on the Secretary-General of the Thailand Board of Investment,
Mr. Somphong Wanapha. Mr. Tajima was accompanied by Mr. Dhawatchai Tangsanga,
Executive Director of the Thailand Productivity Institute and the APO Alternate Director for
Thailand.

19-21 February
Attended the APO 42nd Workshop Meeting of Heads of National Productivity Organizations in
Chiang Mai, Thailand’s second largest city.

27 February
Received a courtesy call by Mr. James Chin-Hsien Chen, Vice Representative, Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in Japan.

4-6 March
Attended the APO Kyoto Forum on Knowledge Management for Corporate Innovation. Mr.
Tajima gave the opening address as well as joined in the meeting and the field visit to Kyocera
Corporation. (See page 5 for a report on the Kyoto Forum.)
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Mr. Takashi Tajima delivering the opening address at the Kyoto Forum. Others are (L-R) Mr. Yasuo
Sawama, President, Japan Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development, and Mr. Kiyoji Morii,
Chairman, Kansai Productivity Center.

and aspirations. They were also divided into small-
er groups to facilitate more thorough, focused, and
intensive discussions. All this was for all of us to
have a greater understanding of each other’s needs
and goals, which in turn enabled us to plan for
more relevant and useful APO activities,” said APO
Secretary-General Takashi Tajima at the closing
plenary session. 

The breadth and depth of the discussions that
took place and the wealth of ideas and suggestions
generated were indeed impressive. As an example,
the more common priority issues faced by the
NPOs as identified by the delegates are listed
below:

• Build productivity and quality enhancement
capacity and capability

• Promote productivity awareness in public- and
private-sector organizations, as well as among the
citizenry

• Develop productivity programs for emerging
areas in the changing global scenario

• Establish benchmarking and best practices net-
works

• Promote green productivity (GP), knowledge
management, information and communication
technology, and integrated community develop-
ment

• Set up quality, productivity, and GP awards
• Expand services beyond the manufacturing sector

to include the agriculture, trade, and service sec-
tors

• Strengthen SMEs
• Facilitate alliances among the NPOs, as well as

with their stakeholders
• Enhance and upgrade technical support services
• Conduct R&D
• Engage in productivity policy formulation.

Another list worthy of note summarizes the priority
issues in the agriculture sector:

• Minimize adverse impacts of trade liberalization
on small farmers

• Reform/restructure the agriculture sector for
greater competitiveness in the world market

• Develop high-value products
• Improve human resources development
• Harness biotechnology
• Commercialize technology
• Promote greater IT usage
• Promote and strengthen networking among farm-

ers’ organizations
• Identify suitable farming models
• Ensure sustainability of farming.
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