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Urban fringe agriculture has become an important policy con-
cern in light of the rapid growth of cities in many parts of Asia.
The task of ensuring a stable supply of food for urban communi-
ties is expected to grow more challenging in the coming years. 

Urban fringe agriculture involves the use of intensive methods
to produce mainly vegetables, horticultural, and livestock prod-

ucts. Their proximity to markets means that farmers are able to provide their products fresh and
to reduce post-harvest losses drastically through minimization of handling and transportation.
Urban fringe agriculture also offers employment opportunities, particularly in the livestock
sector. 

However, urban fringe agriculture does pose certain risks to public health and the environ-
ment. For example, the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides can contaminate the soil and
water and pollute the air. The improper disposal of animal waste can lead to public health prob-
lems. The sustainability of urban fringe agriculture therefore needs to be intensively studied for
the formulation of appropriate policies. 

The APO organized a seminar on “Urban Fringe Agriculture” in Japan in May 2000 to
review the current situation of urban fringe agriculture in Asia and the Pacific, identify issues
and constraints affecting its development, and suggest measures to enhance its contributions to
the economy. This publication includes a summary of the findings of the seminar and the
resource papers and country reports presented.
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Recent economic developments have created both opportuni-
ties and challenges for local industries in developing countries to
grow and develop. Most are small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) in the supporting industry. The growing presence of for-

eign direct investments in developing countries is not matched by the development of local
industries capable of providing them with the materials, parts, components, and services that
they need. These multinationals thus turn to importing what they need or request their overseas
suppliers to invest directly in the countries in which they operate. 

To take advantage of the foreign capital inflows and business opportunities, the SMEs in the
supporting industry in developing countries should endeavor to develop their entrepreneurial
and managerial capabilities. To help in this process, the APO organized a workshop on
“Managerial and Entrepreneurship Development for Supporting Industry” in the Philippines in
November 2000. 

This publication provides a summary of the proceedings of the workshop, the highlights of
the presentations made by the resource persons, and the country reports prepared by the partici-
pants. It is a useful reference text for those engaged in developing the supporting industry.

4  
APO news  November 2002

For order and inquiry on APO publications and videos, please contact the Information and Public
Relations Department, Asian Productivity Organization, Hirakawa-cho Dai-ichi Seimei Bldg. 2F, 1-2-
10 Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0093, Japan. Phone number: (81-3) 5226-3927, Fax: (81-
3) 5226-3957, E-mail: ipr@apo-tokyo.org

New APO Publications
COMMON SENSE 

TALK

“A leader is a dealer in hope.” 
Napoleon Bonaparte 

“Wealth is the product of man’s ability to think.” 
Ayn Rand

“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do
and I understand.” 

Confucius

“If you think education is expensive, try igno-
rance.” 

Derek Bok 

“No gain is so certain as that which proceeds
from the economical use of what you already
have.” 

Latin Proverb 

“Lost time is never found again.” 
Benjamin Franklin 

“The most important thing about having goals is
having one.” 

Geoffrey F. Abert 

“Nothing will ever be attempted if all possible
objections must first be overcome.”  

Zig Ziglar 

“Many times when confronted with new or chal-
lenging problems, knowing whom to call or
where to go for the answers is a valuable tool.” 

Mark Boyd 

“If you don’t have time to do it right, when will
you find time to do it over?” 

Seth Godin 

“It has long been an axiom of mine that the little
things are infinitely the most important.” 

Sherlock Holmes 

“If you are not focused you will not meet or
exceed the duties and responsibilities of your
position.” 

Frederick Alley


