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New APO publications COMMON SENSE 
TALK

“Chance favors the prepared mind.”
Louis Pasteur

“The more opinions you have, the less you
see.”

Wim Wenders

“The most important thing in communica-
tion is to hear what isn’t being said.”

Peter F. Drucker

“Much good work is lost for the lack of a
little more.”

Edward Harriman

“Something new is not innovation if it does
not lead to value addition.”

John Prescott

“I see true innovation to be made up of three
‘creativities’—creativity in technology,
product planning, and marketing.”

Akio Morita

“Change starts when someone sees the next
step.”

William Drayton

“If necessity is the mother of invention, dis-
content is the father of progress.”

David Rockefeller

“If you risk nothing, then you risk every-
thing.”

Geena Davis

“The vision must be followed by the ven-
ture. It is not enough to stare up the steps—
we must step up the stairs.”

Vance Havner

“It is no use saying, ‘We are doing our best.’
You have got to succeed in doing what is
necessary.”

Sir Winston Churchill

“If you hire mediocre people, they will hire
mediocre people.”

Tom Murphy

Rural development involves the introduction of new socio-economic
activities and the construction of physical infrastructure and facilities to
improve the quality of life in rural areas. However, these activities often

result in depleting natural resources and degrading the environment. To avoid such conflicting conse-
quences, rural communities familiar with local resources can often offer good ideas to reconcile them. The
public sector on its part should endeavor to introduce a more vigilant and participatory approach in rural
development

It was against this background that the APO organized a seminar on “Rural Development and
Environmental Conservation” in Nepal in November 2001 to discuss issues arising from the interface
between rural development and environmental conservation and to suggest policy measures to resolve them.

This publication is a report on the proceedings of the seminar. It includes a summary of the outcome of
the seminar, four resource papers, and 14 country papers presented at the seminar. The resource papers
dealt with the following topics: Issues and strategies in linking rural development and environment conser-
vation in Asia and the Pacific; Case study of Nepal’s Royal Chitwan National Park’s buffer zone; and
Empowering farmers with knowledge of environmental conservation. This volume is useful to all those
interested or involved in rural development.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
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For order and inquiry on APO publications and videos, please contact the Information and Public Relations
Department, Asian Productivity Organization, Hirakawa-cho Dai-ichi Seimei Bldg. 2F, 1-2-10 Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-
ku, Tokyo 102-0093, Japan. Phone number: (81-3) 5226-3927, Fax: (81-3) 5226-3957, E-mail: ipr@apo-tokyo.org

Rural life improvement programs are concerned with improving both the
production aspect of rural economic activities and the living conditions of
the people. In the Asia-Pacific region, there are many examples of suc-
cessful rural life improvement programs, such as those implemented in the

Republic of China, Republic of Korea, Japan, and the Philippines. To provide an opportunity for an in-
depth study of these successful programs and to identify the underlying key contributing factors, the APO
organized a seminar on “Rural Life Improvement for Community Development” in Japan in April 2002.

This publication provides a summary of the findings of the seminar and the text of four resource papers
and 17 country papers. Of the resource papers, three deal with the Japanese rural life improvement pro-
gram, while the fourth has as its theme “An action-oriented approach to development intervention.” Like
the publication introduced above, this volume should prove useful to all those who are actively involved in
rural development.
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