
the hub of information exchange and networking
among member countries. The next information
dissemination plan was to introduce e-books on
the APO Web site. He announced the publication
of the APO Asia-Pacific Productivity Data and
Analysis 2002 and said that all-out efforts would
be made to improve further its usefulness to poli-
cymakers in government and business in plan-
ning regional, sub-regional, and country-wise
strategies.

On the APO’s financial situation, Mr. Tajima
reported that the Secretariat had taken concrete
steps to cope with the present financial con-
straints and to make the best possible use of
available funds. He cited the use of discount air
tickets by Secretariat staff members, participants,
experts, and resource persons as an example. This
attempt at cost saving could be effective only
with NPOs’ cooperation. He also requested the
NPOs to meet the local implementing costs in
full when hosting APO projects. He told the
meeting that this was a decision the APO
Governing Body made in 1998 based on the APO
basic spirit of mutual cooperation among its
member countries.

The APO has established extensive cooperative
relationships with governmental agencies of non-
member countries and with other regional and
international organizations. Mr. Tajima said that
the synergy derived from the pooling of resources
and capabilities from within and beyond Asia and
the Pacific has been mutually beneficial to all
concerned and it must be sustained. He thanked
the many organizations that had been collaborat-
ing with the APO and expressed the desire for
more collaborative relationships with them in the
future.

The Secretary-General wrapped up his state-
ment by asserting that future productivity promo-
tion challenges would not be less intense than
those in the past four decades. To deal with them
effectively will require innovative and creative
minds to develop new and different perspectives
and strategies, both region-wise and country-wise.
Their first priority in the meeting, he told the dele-
gates, was to determine the future direction of
their respective productivity movements. 

February 2003

6–7 February
APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima attended the 41st “Kansai Zaikai Seminar” in
Kyoto. It was a joint annual event of the Kansai Economic Federation and Kansai
Association of Corporate Executives, and supported by the Kansai Productivity Center.
The theme of the seminar this year focused on the efforts of the Kansai region to revitalize
the Japanese economy through the enhancement of good governance and competitiveness.

10–11 February
Official visit to Sri Lanka, at the invitation of the Sri Lankan Government, to attend the
National Productivity Award and National Quality Award Presentation Ceremony in
Colombo. As a guest of honor, Mr. Tajima delivered a special address and presented
awards to winners in the school sector.

During his visit, he paid a courtesy call on the Minister of Employment and Labour,
Mahinda Samarasinghe; visited Ceylon Cold Stores Limited, 1st runner-up in the
National Productivity Award (manufacturing sector); and toured the productivity exhibi-
tion held in conjunction with the award presentation (see p. 5 for full report).

11 February
On his return from Colombo to Tokyo, the Secretary-General made a one-day stopover in
Singapore to meet with Lim Boon Heng, APO Director for Singapore and Chairman,
SPRING Singapore, and the following senior executives of SPRING Singapore: Deputy
Chairman Cedric Foo, Chief Executive Lee Suan Hiang, who is also the APO Alternate
Director for Singapore, and Deputy Chief Executive Freddy Soon.

18–20 February
Attended the APO 43rd Workshop Meeting of Heads of National Productivity
Organizations in Manila, the Philippines.
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