
den of welfare, notably pensions, there has been
little positive effect. The nations’ vested interests
that oppose real productivity-enhancing actions—
particularly in the “non-private” sectors—have
dug their heels in. Indeed, a major challenge for
the present decade is for the nations to raise the
productivity of their healthcare, pension, security,
and educational systems.

The second obstacle is bureaucracy. Over the
past half century, Europe has heaped regulations
upon regulations so that there are often no rapid
and short-cut approaches to change. Latent enter-
prise is dulled as regulations and tax burdens do
not encourage individuals to develop this initia-
tive. One of the many results of bureaucracy has
been a growing “unofficial” labor market. This is
bad, not least since those concerned pay no
income tax. And when change is proposed it is
less than enthusiastically embraced and its imple-
mentation often sabotaged by (again) vested 
interests.

Nevertheless, there is some hope that “old
Europe” will not succumb and go into permanent
decline under population imbalances. However,
much depends on resolute government, not a phe-
nomenon for which politicians are renowned.

April 2003

1 April
APO Secretary-General Takashi Tajima spoke at the opening session of the APO Liaison
Officers’ Meeting held in the Secretariat, 1–3 April.

2 April 
Paid a courtesy call on Japan’s Minister of the Environment Shunichi Suzuki. He was
accompanied by APO Senior Program Officer (Environment) Takuki Murayama.

11 April 
Attended a seminar on “Participation of the Private Sector in Promoting Environmental
Conservation Technology and Global Environment Facility” organized by the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization and held at the United Nations University,
Tokyo.

14 April 
Attended a symposium in Tokyo on “In Search of a Prescription for the Japanese
Economy.” The keynote speaker was Nobel laureate Prof. J.E. Stiglitz. The event was
organized by Nihon Keizai Shimbun Inc. and the Japan Center for Economic Research.

16 April
Attended the 4th US–Japan Dialogue on “Entrepreneurship in Asia,” Tokyo. The meeting
was organized by the Global Forum of Japan and the Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs.

24 April
Attended a briefing at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo, on the Tokyo ministerial
conference on “Reconstruction and Development of Sri Lanka” to be held on 9–10 June
2003.
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