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New APO publications
COMMON SENSE 

TALK

“Heroes and Lone Rangers are dead
ducks. The real power is in capturing and
utilizing the talent of diverse players to
meet the organization’s fundamental
goals.”

Peter DiGiammarino

“How can one individual solve the prob-
lems of the world? Problems can only be
solved if one is part of a team.”

Nelson Mandela

“The battle for sustainable development
will be won only if industry is in the front
lines. Only private companies have the
capacity to bring environmentally sound
products to market, cleaner newer fuels
and processes, and the next generation of
engines.”

Brian Mulroney

“One of the hardest tasks of leadership is
understanding that you are not what you
are, but what you’re perceived to be by
others.”

Edward L. Flom

“I bring my board my toughest problems,
not my easiest. I don’t want a paperwork
board, but one that thinks like owners.”

Paul O’Neill

“The great accomplishments of man have
resulted from the transmission of ideas
and enthusiasm.”

Thomas J. Watson

“Unless it produces action, information is
overhead.” 

Thomas Petzinger Jr.
For order and inquiry on APO publications and videos, please contact the Information and Public Relations
Department, Asian Productivity Organization, Hirakawa-cho Dai-ichi Seimei Bldg. 2F, 1-2-10 Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-
ku, Tokyo 102-0093, Japan. Phone number: (81-3) 5226-3927, Fax: (81-3) 5226-3957, e-Mail: ipr@apo-tokyo.org

The APO launched the Green Productivity (GP) Program in 1994 as a
strategy to integrate productivity improvement with environmental protection
in the industry, service, and agriculture sectors. It hosted the first World
Conference on GP in the Philippines in 1996 to give further impetus to propa-

gating the concept. Since then the GP concept has been adopted and implemented in almost all its member
countries, yielding very positive results.

As a follow-up to the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002, the APO
2nd World Conference on Green Productivity was held in December 2002, with the Philippines as host
country for the second time (see APO News January and February 2003 issues for full report). The objec-
tive was to review past GP endeavors and achievements; seek new challenges, opportunities, and modalities
for future GP activities; and identify ways to enhance the GP capabilities of the national productivity orga-
nizations. This publication, the official report of the conference, provides a summary of the conference pro-
ceedings and findings as well as the text of the inaugural address by Philippine President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, the Statement on GP 2002, and the 39 resource papers presented at the three-day
meeting.

GREEN PRODUCTIVITY AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
APO     407 pp.     April 2004     ISBN 92-833-2347-5 

Measurement of productivity is an important and necessary step in under-
standing the concept. Among the methods used for this purpose, like labor pro-
ductivity and capital productivity, total factor productivity (TFP) has been most

widely accepted by governments, policymakers, economists, and productivity specialists. In light of this,
the APO conducted a survey study on measuring TFP among 10 of its member countries in 1998. That
survey reviewed and established the reliability of standard estimation methods of TFP growth for national
economies. The findings of the survey were published by the APO under the title Measuring Total Factor
Productivity (2001).

In 2001, the APO undertook a second survey study to improve TFP estimation and to investigate the fac-
tors that determine TFP growth. The latter is especially important for both practical and policy purposes.
Twelve member countries took part. This publication comprises an integrated report of the survey study
and the national reports and findings prepared by experts of the participating countries. It is useful to those
who are interested in the process of TFP growth and/or responsible for formulating policies for TFP growth
to achieve higher economic development.
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