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New APO publication

Knowledge on best practices provides a competitive advantage for organizations in the knowledge-based
economy. Enterprises must benchmark themselves against the best standards or practices worldwide to
achieve a competitive advantage and business excellence. Such best practice benchmarking, however, is not
easy for an organization to carry out on its own, because enterprises may not be familiar with sources of
best practices, especially those in other countries, and organizations may be reluctant to share knowledge
on their own best practices. In addition, the cost of gaining best practice knowledge could be prohibitive.

The APO established its Best Practice Network to enhance the productivity and competitiveness of enter-
prises in its member countries by generating, sharing, and transferring knowledge on best practices. The
aim of the Best Practice Network is to help organizations overcome the difficulties and undertake interna-
tional benchmarking. The network is designed to solve accessibility problems and to adapt and innovate on
the best practices in other countries, while using its linkages with national productivity organizations
(NPOs) located throughout Asia and with other productivity and quality organizations worldwide.

This publication is a training manual to assist NPOs and their client organizations to participate in the Best
Practice Network. The manual is also a practical “how-to” guide that will help national productivity organi-
zations in dealing with the basic concepts of benchmarking, and a hands-on benchmarking guide
explaining how to conduct benchmarking to improve processes and practices within the client organiza-
tions of NPOs. Its workbook-style format permits use and reuse for enterprises of every type and size.

This manual, which comes with a CD-ROM, is also intended to be a reference for enterprise participation
in the Best Practice Network. Copies of the manual will be distributed to NPOs participating in the APO
Best Practice Network for use in locally established networks. NPO representatives will use the manual to
brief interested client organizations on the methodology, assuring standardization in benchmarking exer-
cises during the planning, integration, and action phases. Follow-up activities and the code of conduct are
also described in the publication.

A companion volume, Compendium of Best Practice Case Studies in Asia, is also available in both print
edition and e-edition. The latter is available on the APO Web site at www.apo-tokyo.org. 
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“There is not a road ahead. We make the
road as we go. Maybe the journey is not
so much a journey ahead but into pres-
ence.”

Nellie Morton

“The thing that makes me a good film-
maker is the same thing that makes me
open restaurants in San Francisco and
resorts in Belize and make wines in Napa
Valley: you must be open to what presents
itself.”

Francis Ford Coppola

“Success is often the result of taking a
misstep in the right direction.”

Al Bernstein

“What is work and what is not work are
questions that perplex the wisest of men.”

Bhagavad Gita

“I never let schooling interfere with my
education.”

Mark Twain

“Practice is the best of all instructors.”

Publilius Syrus

“Assumptions allow the best in life to pass
you by.”

John Sales

“The best way to escape from a problem is
to solve it.”

Alan Saporta

“Experience is one thing you can’t get for
nothing.”

Oscar Wilde
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