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It was difficult to choose winning entries in the APO’s cartoon contest, but the seven
finally selected combined unique drawing skills with an understanding of the produc-
tivity message. Hearteningly, many of the 29 cartoons received were from students,
which bodes well for the productivity movement in the future. The winning cartoonists
(and their countries and themes), who will all receive US$100 prizes, were:

Amit Singh
(Fiji: avoid waste of material resources and time);
Anal Gosai
(Fiji: sharing and partnerships);
Nirajani Ravi
(India: introduce productivity, increase profitability);
S. Dharmalingam
(India: focused usage, higher productivity);
S. Tamilarsi
(India: implement 5S);
Premalal Ranawila
(Sri Lanka: good housekeeping, shown right); and
Cao Thi Minh Phuong
(Vietnam: increased productivity).

“How can I work in this office?”

* Private-sector vitality 

Higher productivity is the source for individual prosperity at a time of a
declining population. To achieve this, productivity in low-productivity
industries and the public sector must be bettered. We aim to promote
structural reforms in politics, administration, the economy, and society
to make the most out of private-sector vitality under a small government. 

* Nurture human capital

We will nurture human capital so as to develop independent individuals
who are fearless in taking on the challenges of the new era and are cre-
ative in forging a new Japan. The productivity movement embraces the
development of human capital. To this end, we will endeavor to set the
right conditions, starting with educational reform, where each individual
can exert his or her maximum potential. 

* The four types of productivity

The four powers that are linked to intellectual, civil, and environmental
capabilities, as well as organizational trust, are keys to realizing the
above goals. We define these as intellectual productivity, social produc-
tivity, environmental and resource productivity, and overall productivity.
The pursuit of activities for their advancement is indeed the productivity
movement of the 21st century. 

(Japan Productivity Center for Socio-Economic Development, 1 March 2005) 

Students visit 
the Secretariat

A group of students from Gakushuin Women’s College visited the APO
Secretariat in Tokyo on 2 February. The students, who were taking a
course on international technical cooperation, were led by Mr. Hajime
Suzuki, the lecturer of the course and an APO expert with extensive expe-
rience as a consultant. In addition to hearing a presentation on the APO
and international cooperation, the students also had a chance to converse
with Secretary-General Shigeo Takenaka and APO Secretariat staff. 

The APO has received a Gakushuin Women’s College group every year
since 2003. The APO always welcomes such visits as they provide an
opportunity to acquaint the Japanese public, especially young people,
with the mission of the APO in general and the importance of produc-
tivity to the region’s development in particular.

Students listening to the APO Secretary-General

Cartoon contest winners
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