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Afghan delegates visit APO Secretariat

A t the request of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Afghanistan Office, the APO
Secretariat received a study mission of Afghan ex-

mujahideen commanders on 13 April 2005. The study mis-
sion was organized by the UNDP as a part of its Afghanistan
New Beginning Programme and the objective was to “facili-
tate the Afghan ex-commanders’ entry from military to
civilian life” by giving them “exposure to foreign cultures and
industrial development with the aim of bringing about posi-
tive changes in commanders’ mindset and way of life.”

The APO Secretariat welcomed nine former brigadier gen-
erals and lieutenant generals and two UNDP Program
Officers. Secretary-General Takenaka greeted them and the
Directors of the Agriculture and Industry Departments
briefed them on the role of the productivity movement in the
reconstruction of the Japanese economy after the Second
World War. At the end of the briefing, the commanders expressed their grati-
tude to the APO Secretariat and expressed interest in Afghanistan becoming a

member of the APO in the near future. The UNDP officers also expressed
their appreciation to the APO Secretariat for hosting the visit.

(L-R) Tsubota, Takenaka, and Inoue at the head table with the Afghan delegation

Filipino JICA training course
delegates visit APO Secretariat

Participants in the Japan International Cooperation Agency-sponsored
Country-focused Training Course in the Promotion of Cleaner
Production for the Philippines, implemented by the Kitakyushu
International Techno-cooperative Association, visited the APO
Secretariat on 14 March 2005. During the call, the delegation, comprised
of seven individuals from government agencies, the private sector, and
academia, greeted Secretary-General Takenaka. Officers from the APO
Secretariat made presentations on APO activities in general and the
Green Productivity (GP) Program in particular. The delegates found the
APO’s experiences in GP promotion in the region educational and rele-
vant to their activities in the Philippines.

APO Governing Body
to meet in Tokyo

The 47th Session of the APO Governing Body will be held in Tokyo,
Japan, from 14 to 16 June 2005. The Governing Body is the supreme
organ of the APO, comprising directors from each member country des-
ignated by their respective governments. The Governing Body meets
once yearly to receive the APO Secretary-General’s annual report and
the auditor’s financial report. It also decides on policies, strategies, and
directions; endorses the two-year rolling plan; sets guidelines for the
ensuing calendar year’s program; discusses membership matters; and
approves programs and financial estimates. Some 50 delegates including
directors, advisers, and observers are expected to attend this year’s
meeting.

The APO regional awards and national awards are conferred on individ-
uals who have made outstanding contributions to the cause of enhancing
productivity in the region and in member countries, respectively, once
every five years. Following those presented in 2000, the Governing
Body will present the APO Regional Awards 2005 at the meeting.

A special presentation will be made by Mr. Yuzaburo Mogi, Chairman
and CEO, Kikkoman Corporation. The delegates will also have an
opportunity to tour small and medium-sized enterprises/manufacturing
factories in Ota-ku, Tokyo, where Mr. Nobuaki Yamada, Executive
Director, Ota City, will brief the delegates on their operations.

N.G. Kularatne, Director, Information and Public Relations Department,
briefing the delegates on APO activities


