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COMMON SENSE 
TALK

“A life has to move or it stagnates. It is no good
telling yourself that one day you will wish you
had never made that change; it is no good antici-
pating regrets. Every tomorrow ought not to
resemble every yesterday.

Beryl Markham

“Societies that respect women will progress; the
rest will degenerate.”

Krishna Raman

“Prejudging people makes one wrong about most
things most of the time.”

Ludlow Perry

“There are a lot of creative types looking for the
next big thing. Well, these days, environment is it.”

Robert Sheppard

“Science succeeds by failure, just as surely as it
works by success. We slowly come to know how
the physical world works by learning that what
we thought was true is all wrong.”

Laurie Zoloth

“I not only use all the brains I have, but all I can
borrow.”

Woodrow Wilson

“If one sticks too rigidly to one’s principles, one
would hardly see anybody.”

Agatha Christie

“If you are going through hell, keep going.”

Winston Churchill

“Travel has a way of stretching the mind. The
stretch comes not from travel’s immediate
rewards, the inevitable myriad new sights, smells,
and sounds, but with experiencing firsthand how
others do differently what we believed to be the
right and only way.”

Ralph Crawshaw

“A shift in awareness is the first change.”

Deepak Chopra

Productivity enhancement at
community level:
OVOP movements 

in Thailand and Japan

T he Working Party Meeting on Integrated Community Development for the Mekong
Region on the One Village, One Product Movement (OVOP) in CLMV Countries was
held 19–24 December 2005. The meeting was organized to coincide with “OTOP City,” a

national event of the One Tambon, One Product (OTOP) movement in Thailand.

When the OVOP movement was initiated 25 years ago in Oita prefecture, Japan, it was seen as a
means to promote regional revitalization. Each local community identified one or a few products
as locally specific, concentrated resources on its production, established it as a local brand, and
marketed it to the entire country or beyond. The movement thus combined the production of
commodities with local pride and human resources development. Villagers found that their local
products became national brands and that many tourists visited their villages to enjoy local tradi-
tions and products. The leadership and unity of the community nurtured through the OVOP
movement paved the foundation for sustainable rural community development thereafter. 

The OTOP movement in Thailand, on the other hand, is strongly promoted by the present govern-
ment as a core national policy for rural community development. Various support measures for
OTOP producers and community groups are provided in the form of technical and marketing
assistance. OTOP City is one of the biggest events, in which more than 3,000 producers/commu-
nity groups exhibited and sold OTOP products; about 1 million people visited OTOP City from
17 to 25 December 2005. 

The APO meeting was attended by 18 participants from Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and
Vietnam, and six self-financed participants from Mongolia, the United Nations Development
Programme, Food and Agriculture Organization, and Japan International Cooperation Agency,
who had the opportunity to visit OTOP City and speak directly with producers and community
groups. In addition to a briefing on the OTOP movement and OTOP City by Thai government
representatives, the participants were asked to buy the most innovative OTOP products, identify
the most impressive points of OTOP City, and analyze why they were appealing. Through such
exercises, the participants were able to identify the factors behind the success of the OTOP
movement and OTOP City in Thailand. 

A field visit was made to OTOP production villages in the suburbs of Bangkok, after which par-
ticipants drafted action plans on how to promote similar activities in their own countries.
Participants from Cambodia focused on improving the quality of and marketing silk products;
those from Lao PDR on disseminating the concept of OVOP; those from Myanmar on strength-
ening existing silk producers’ cooperatives; and those from Vietnam proposed a trial project
before introducing the long-term One Village, One Rural Industry movement nationwide from
2006 to 2015. The APO will support these initiatives under the special “ICD for the Mekong
Region Program” funded by the Japanese government.
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