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One hundred and one exhibitors from 14 countries including Japan, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Australia, and Sweden participated in the 
EPIF 2006, making it one of the largest events to date in Southeast Asia, 
attracting about 35,000 visitors from all walks of life. The exhibitors 
were divided into five sections: infrastructure building and construction 
material; eco-material technology; home appliances and electronics; 
water resources conservation; and automotive. A major attraction was 
the Eco-city displaying myriad aspects of eco-buildings and eco-cities 
illustrating how eco-housing can be planned in an environmentally 
friendly manner. Its strategic placement in the center of the exhibition 
area attracted the maximum number of visitors.

An eco-moment photo contest was organized in which visitors voted for 
photographs depicting environmental aspects. Schoolchildren were en-
couraged to walk the “eco-discovery trail” while they answered a simple 
questionnaire by visiting different booths. About 1,000 schoolchildren 
from primary and junior high schools attended the EPIF.

In the evening of 31 October, a networking reception was organized for 
exhibitors, entrepreneurs, and environmental professionals to explore 
opportunities for promoting eco-products, which was graced by Singa-
pore Minister of State for Trade and Industry S. Iswaran. The networking 
reception was marked by an eco-fashion show participated in by design-
ers from Australia and Singapore.

The international conference on “Growing the Eco-nomy”—Learning 
from the Best Eco-practices was organized parallel to the EPIF. Re-
nowned international speakers delivered presentations on the best eco-
practices of industries, regions, and countries for sustainable economic 
development. The speakers included Dr. Tsutomu Kanai, Chairman 
Emeritus, Hitachi Ltd., Japan; Prof. Dr. Werner Bidlingmaier, Bahaus 
University, Germany; Prof. Martin Charter, Director, Centre of Sus-
tainable Design, UK; and Ngiam Hai Guan, Public Utilities Board, 
Singapore. This conference was attended by about 300, who engaged 
in discussions on green procurement, eco-product development, green 
labeling schemes, green technologies, etc.

Other concurrent events included the Eco-products Promoters Interna-
tional Meeting on 30 October and 1 November organized by the APO 
and SPRING; International Conference on the Development of Model 
Eco-towns for Enhancing Promotion of Eco-products in the Asia-Pacific 
Region on 1 November organized by the APO and SPRING; Thematic 
Session on Environmentally Sustainable Industrial Development: The 
Concept of Eco-towns in the Asia-Pacific Region on 1 November or-
ganized by the United Nations Environment Programme and Global 
Environment Foundation; International Green Purchasing Workshop on 
2 November organized by the International Green Purchasing Network, 
Green Purchasing Network, and Enterprises Promotion Centres; and 
Green Building Technologies Conference on 1 and 2 November organ-
ized by the Building and Construction Agency of Singapore, British 
High Commission, and National University of Singapore. 

Yasuko Asano began employment 
as an off icer in the Research 
and Planning Department of the 
APO Secretariat on 1 December. 
Educated in Japan, the USA, and 
Europe, the multilingual Asano 
has held a variety of positions 
in international organizations, 
including the Secretariat of the 
International Peace Cooperation, 
Japanese Cabinet; UNICEF 
Afghanistan Country Off ice, 
working in Islamabad, Pakistan, 
and Kabul and Kandahar to reintegrate returnee children into the 
Afghani education system; World Food Programme, Rome; and United 
Nations Development Programme, Tokyo. Her interest in research, 
knowledge of the structures and functions of international bodies, and 
experience in cross-cultural communication will be an advantage in her 
new position at the Secretariat.

In her hours off the job, Asano enjoys traveling, cooking, and reading. 
She practices yoga and likes to swim, describing herself as a “beginner in 
golf.” 

New officer at APO 
Secretariat
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As a follow-up to the Roundtable Conference for the Promotion of the Produc-
tivity Movement in Africa held in South Africa in August, a top management 
study mission from four African nations visited Japan from 29 October to 5 
November under the JPC-SED’s African Program. The 12-person mission was 
composed of leaders from governments, unions, and NPOs, and managers from 
Botswana, Kenya, Mauritius, and South Africa. The main purpose of the mis-
sion was to examine how the productivity movement contributes to economic 
growth and how to spread awareness of it among various stakeholders based 
upon the Japanese experience.

During the stay in Japan, the mission visited not only the JPC-SED but also the 
Japan Business Organization, the Japanese Trade Union Confederation (Rengo), 
and Toyota Motor to investigate labor-management consultation mechanisms 
and practical approaches to productivity promotion. In addition to paying cour-
tesy calls on the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Economy, Trade and Industry, 
the mission spent time at the APO Secretariat where members received relevant 
briefings on operational programs undertaken by various departments. On the 
journey back to Africa, the mission also visited Thailand to study the develop-
ment of the productivity movement in that country. 

African mission to Japan
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